FUNCTIONS OF MODAL AUXILIARIES AND RELATED WORDS

FUNCTION MODAL EXAMPLE
ADILITY
Present can 1. Because of her artistic talent, she can
design very well.
2. She is able to swim well.
AmNis\are be able to
Past 3. He could play the violin when he was

(action repeated over a
period of time)

(a particular past event)

(negative statement)

Could

was\were able to

was\were able to

Couldnt\

wasnt\weren't able
to

five years old.
4. He was able to play the violin when he
was five years old.

5. He was able to play the violin beautifully
last night.

6. He couldn’t play\ wasn’t able to play the
piano as well as he expected to.

FOSSIBILITY

Present

Past

Future

cawn, be able to

was\were able to

May\might

7. The florist can deliver the bouquet early.
8. Ali and Helen were able to work out
their cultural differences and got married.

9. Necla may get married this summer if she
decides she’s ready to settle down.
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Could
WILL be able to
10. We could get married by next year.
May\might 11. We might go to Hawaii for our holiday.
FOLITE
REQUEST canNeoulomay mi 12. Could I get a price list please?
ght\ 13. Can I have a lager please?
14. Would you mind opening the window?
would\will 15. Would you drop off the flowers?
16. Will you help me please?
FERMISSION Mayheanicould 17. May I attend only the reception?
18. You can leave class early.
OFFERS MayNeanicould 19. I could help you prepare the food.
20. May I drive you home?
OBLIGATION Have to 21. Ali and Aynur have to move.
22. We’ve got to decide by tomorrow.
Present Have got to
Must
23. You must have a blood test.
Past Had to
24. We had to wait for our test results.
SUGGESTION Might\canicould 25. You might try another store.
26. We could have dinner.
Should 27. You should give him a chance.
28. You ought to marry him.
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Ought to
Had batter

Have to\must

29.
30.

You had batter think very carefully.
You must meet him!

EXPECTATION | Should 31. You should get a call from him soon.
32. The divorce rate ought to go down.
Ought to

CONCLUSION Must 33. He’s been working for eight hours
without a rest. He must be very tired
now.

HABUTUAL

ACTNITY Be used to 34. Many women are used to balancing the

Present

Past

(discontinued past
action)

(repeated past action)

Be accustomed to

Used to

would

used to

35.

36.

37.

38

career and a family at the same time.
He’s accustomed to hot weather.

He used to smoke, but he doesn’t any
more.

I used to like him, but I don’t now.

. When I was in Bursa, we used to work in

the same office and we would often play
cards together.
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ADVICE. Should 39. A: “T have a terrible headache.”
Haol batter B: “You should\had better take an aspirin.”
DESCRIFTION Should 40. You should see his eyes. They’re your
favorite color.
(+see, hear, taste) 41. You should see their wedding rings.
They’re beautiful.
DISBELIEF can't 42. You can’t mean that! You must be
kidding!
INAFPFROFPRIACY | can't 43. You can’t wear that dress! It’s indecent.
N 44. You can’t really call this a gun.
INACCURACY
FRUSTRATION | Haveto 45. You had to be late, didn’t you?
46. Must the media exaggerate?
ANNOYANCE Must 47. You should show up at this party!
would
PREFERENCE Would prefer 48. I'd prefer to take the subway.
49. I’d rather make the decision later.
Would rather 50. I’d just as soon get married now.
51. I’d sooner not to go to the party.
Would just as soon 52. Will you tell him, or would you sooner I
did?
Would sooner
PROHIBITION Mustn't 53. You mustn’t smoke in the classroom. It’s
strictly prohibited.
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LACKOF
NECESSITY

Needn't 54. You needn’t walk to the post office to
mail your letter. You can put it into the
Don't have to mail-box here.
55. You don’t have to go there if you don’t
Doesn't have to want to.
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